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Welcome to learn Japanese grammar absolute beginner. In this video series, you learn 
basic Japanese grammar patterns and phrases through easy to follow audio and visual 
cues. Here is what we will cover in this lesson. Ready? Let’s get started. 


(St LTC., (Boku wa shigoto o shite imasu.) 


Naomi: We will be focusing on the usage of te-form of a verb plus U\4 (iru) or WEST 
(imasu) 


Peter: It’s like the ing in doing in English. To make this construction, we put the verb in 
the te-form and add, 


Naomi: 01 (iru) 


Peter: Or 


Naomi: U\& F (imasu). 


Peter: The polite form. For now, we will stick to formal speech. So let’s use WES 
(imasu) for this lesson. 


Naomi: #(d(tB@U TUES. (Boku wa shigoto o shite imasu.) 


Peter: Literally | am doing work. It means | am working or | am doing my job. 


Naomi: The original phrase is ((4{t33@ 9 S (Boku wa shigoto o suru). | work. 


Peter: To form the present progressive, the ing, change the verb ¢ 3 (suru) to its te- 
form. 


Naomi: So $3 (suru) becomes L T (shite) . 


Peter: Then we add UK FS (imasu). 


Naomi: LTY (shite imasu) 


Peter: Doing. So, 


Naomi: #(¢(t33@9 3. (Boku wa shigoto o suru.) 


Peter: “| work” becomes 


Naomi: #(d(tB@U TUES. (Boku wa shigoto o shite imasu.) 


Peter: | am working. 


Naomi: How about this sentence? Aldea CBRABNS. (Watashi wa asa gohan o 
taberu.) 


Peter: | eat breakfast. So let’s change the verb to eat which is 


Naomi: 23 (taberu) 


Peter: The te-form is? 


Naomi: RAT (tabete) 


Peter: So add LY (imasu), 


Naomi: BX TUE TF (tabete imasu) 


Peter: Eating. 


Naomi: So MldteAReBRXN TUES. (Watashi wa choshoku o tabete imasu.) 


Peter: | am eating breakfast. And in this sentence, the person is actually in the middle 
of doing the act. Let’s try with another verb. How do you say to take a picture? 


Naomi: Picture is 5 (shashin). To take is tS (toru). So, S52 txS (shashin o toru) 


Peter: To take a picture. 


Okay let’s change the verb {Ró (toru) to take to the te-form. 


Naomi: #%> T (totte) 


Peter: Add UES (imasu) 


Naomi: {D CULE (totte imasu) 


Peter: Taking. 


Naomi: 5 @tro CUS. (Shashin o totte imasu.) 


Peter: Taking a picture. 


Naomi: -BRE Ald BAAR CUES. (Ichird-san wa shashin o totte imasu.) 


Peter: Ichiro is taking pictures. Now let’s form a question sentence. How do you say, 
what are you doing? 


Naomi: Isn't that a big jump? 


Peter: Not for Japanese. 


Naomi: Okay let’s start with #Ald(tB@U TUES. (Watashi wa shigoto o shite 
imasu.) 


Peter: | am working. 


Naomi: The yes/no question would be {t#B@UTUETA\, (Shigoto o shite imasu 
ka.) 


Peter: Are you working? 


Naomi: Then replace (+38 (shigoto) 


Peter: Work 


Naomi: With 48] (nani) 


Peter: What. 


Naomi: So, @UTUETA\. (Nani o shite imasu ka?) 


Peter: Literally what doing? Of course, it means what are you doing? 


Naomi: #(d(t8@U TUES. (Boku wa shigoto o shite imasu.) 
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